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The Honorable Q. Todd Dickinson 
Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
U.S. Department of Commerce 
Washington. D.C. 20231 

Re: BlacWight Power, Inc/s Patent Applicatton Ser. No. 
09/009,294 

Dear Commissioner Dickinson: 

I am wrfting this letter on lt>ehalf of one of my constituents who is a 
member of the Board of Directors of Blacklight Power, Inc. It has come to 
my attention that the U.S. Patent & Trademark Office has withdrawn a 
Blacklight patent applteation, Ser No. 09/009,294 ("294 applicatjon"), which 
was due to issue as U.S. Patent No. 6,030.601 on February 29, 2000. A 
copy of the February 17, 2000 Notice of wrthdrawal that was sent to 
Blacklight* s counsel is attached, it is alleged by my constituent that the 
patent due to issue to Blacklight was withdrawn through an unusual 
process. 

Please also find enctosed a copy of an abstract for a speech from an 
Official at the U.S. Department of State. Dr. Peter Zimmerman, who plans to 
present a paper to the American Physrcs Society in April. The abstract 
states that Dr. Zimmerman's 'own Departnnent and the Patent Office have 
fought back with success' against inventors of "hydrinos." According to 
Blacklight Power, the term "hydrinos" was coined and is used exclusively by 
the company. 

My questions concerning this matter relate to: (1 ) any involvement 
you may have had in pulling the *294 applicatton from issuance; (2) any ex 
parte communicattons that may have occurred between third parties and the 
Patent Offtee relating to BlacWight or its technology; and (3) how the State 
Department and the Patent Office may have "fought back with success" 
against Blacklight. 
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To address these concerns, I am requesting that you provide me with the 
following information: 

(a) A written description of your role and any relevant communications 
between you and other Patent Office personnel in withdrawing the '294 
application from issue. 

(b) Copies of any written communications between third parties and the 
Patent Office relating to Blacklight or its technology, including any 
correspondence between you or other Patent Office personnel and the 
State Department, Including Dr. Zimmerman; and any written 
communications between the Patent Office and any other Federal 
agencies relating to Blacklight or its technology. 

(c) The extent of any cooperatbn between Dr. Zimmennan, the U.S. State 
Department, and the Patent Office relating to Blacklight. its technology i 
the '294 applteation. 

I looK fonivard to your prompt response to this request. If you have any 
questions concerning this request, please contact Joshua Sheinkman of my staff at 
(202) 224-5244. 



Attachments: February 1 7, 2000 Nottee of withdrawal 

Peter D. Zimmerman, Touching the Third Rail: Encounters with 
Pseudoscience and Pseudoscientlsts," U.S. Department of State 



Sincerely, 




RonWyden V/ 
United States Senator 



CO: Kevin Baer. Esq.. Attorney-Advisor, U.S. Patent Office 
Janie Cooksey. U.S. Department of Commerce 
Mr. C. Nomnan Winningstad 
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Session J12 - FPS Awards SessiOQ«BQsiness Meeting. 

MIXED session, Sunday afternoon, April 30 
10 IB, Long Beach Convention Center 

[J12.001) Touching the Third Rail: Encounters with Pseudoscience 
and Pseudoscientists 

Peter D. Zimmerman (United States Department of State, Washington, DC 20520) 

Pseudoscience, and particularly "pscudophysics" is alive and thriving as we approach the turn of the 
millennium. Not only have many "invaitors'* of cold fusion spin^fi^ been making money from investors, 
but they and "inventors" of various kinds ofzero point encr^ devices, perpetual motian machines, and 
otbCT wonders such as Tiydrinos" have found firiemls in the Ifaitcd States Senate. At least one Nobel 
Laureate in physics has come to their aid. The Web has be« a powerful organizing force as well. 

Some organizations, including my own Department and Ae Patent Office have fought back with succc&s, 
but always at great cost in time and energy. Pseudophysicists and flicir friends have money, infhience, and 
sometimes clout. They have not hesitated to use threats, persoiud attacks, and the fiill machinery by whidi 
government is made accountable to the public to strike at those who expose technical fraud Encounters 
with pscudophysicists are hke grabbing a hot wire: after the first contact it is hard to get free, and it can 
inflict serious injury. But you, and I, and all our colleagues in Ae APS must do what we can to ensure that 
US. policy is not manipulated by pseudoscience, to make certain that taxpayer money is not wasted on 
noncsense. and to restore public confidence in real science. This will take efforts at public education, work, 
and as I have learned m the last year not a little bit of courage. APS and FPS should be in the thick of the 
battle. This talk is an account of a year in the fray. 
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